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:4r. Ab€ Fort 08 
Canal Sruare 
^aaiUngton^ D«C« 

Dear Ur« Fortaa, 

Tkie encouragement^ slight ea It la In yiur letter of th^ 20th, 
means much to me for I need tae kind of h’*lp you, uniquely, can provide* 

Aside from the various national intereats I beXlsT^ ere deeply Involved, 
the reputations of a number of prominent men are. In varyln.-j decrees, 
iimealately at atska, as la the regard with whlcn taey are reflected 
in history. You may or may not agree with my appraisals, but I think some 
theae men era devoted to deoenoy and high principle whereas others 
are werthy of being fssoed to stand on toelr records* The men wbo to me 
represent good are, ^ am now satisfied, among the wlotima of the trsgedle s 
thet have been the subject of my wrltlag. 

If you decline to eesoolate yourself after reading this or, ea 
^ hope, listening to what I would liloe to add, I will mske no farther 
reference to it for there are raa^ons that suggest themselves to me 
persuaelT?» to you in reaching the daelelon I would regret * At the at.me time, 

I ask thet What 1 communicate to you be kept in strictest confidence* 

24y writing 3lnee the easasalnatlon of Preeldant Kennedy has been 
almost exiluslvely on the sssasainetione* The research end Invoetigetion hos 
been enormous, much mors than I thought could be put together even with the 
16-houx‘ day to wuich usve redebtly slowed aft* r yeere of overeginfv about 20* 
Aside frora tne large auiount of significant feet aubmerged in a literary 
quicksand from which I aove extracted It, I have (properly) obtained the 
moat basic end unquestionable evidence that was withheld from the Ylarren 
ComLdsBion* It was not withheld by accident, nor was it denied them Is cause 
it is consistent with the predetermined conclusion with whldi they were aaddl^d* 
There is atilL withheld what I am confident is also signlficent evidence snd 
oguln it was not made available to the Comralsaion* I shall be suing for tula 
undor tno Freedo::i of Iiiformation Act if I can obtain it no other way, but re ro 
I thlnJc 1 con safely undertake to be my own lawyer, especially because it is 
unreasonable to expect that nny lawyer could now fomillerise hitaelf with the 
intricate fact required for proper examination of the wltnesaaa who would be 
netvrted If this gets Into court* It is not here that I seek y^ur help# i present 
this for your understanding end In the event you could provide out»of*^ourt help* 

My longest work, published in but a very limited xerox edition, deals 
at very greet lr?ngth with tho murder of Dp.Martin Luther ^^ing and with Jarass 
Eorl Hay# I proamce you understand tost writers can regard their »ibjecta as 
lawyors re(>ird tiioir clients with whom they need not sympathize, that justice and 
truth can be toe real interest of writers as it can be of lawyers* 



Except for w^rkB of sycoplifliicy, thera never has been a ready marlcet 
for booio3 on this general subject. Tne moro dtical of tbe governnent, tne more 
un^lcomo aueli books are to publianers, eapeclolly if as, vjitti all ray books, tiiey 
ere tbe most tiiorougbly documented exposure of J. E'lger Hoover etd tae FBI. So, 
altnougH tuero are presently two expressloDB of interest in this work, experlance 
tails me tbe better prospect is tiM there will be an adverse policy decision. 

During tbe course of reaearchin,^ this book, it became clear to mo that 
the FBI was engaged la a framing operetlon, *lth Rey net alone being framed, as 
I put the available material together. It became certain thnt the ef ride vita 
presented to get him extradi'^ed were not the same es the evidence promised in 
court in Memphis when he coppeJ a plea. In fact, on the essential points, it is both 
contradictory to it and, I believe, exculpatory. Therefore, more than a year ago, 

^ undertook to gat copies of the affidavits. These are virtually ell the evidence 
nresented in England. There was a live fingerprint expert whose testimony la at 
best not b sale. When these affidavits were prepared, although the government knew 
affidavits can^'rOt be cross-examined. It also had to consider the possibility they 
would be scrutinized closely by defense counsel. Tiiia did not happen. I ssksd 
several British pepertero to get copies for me from the court. They replied tne 
record simply was not there. I couldn’t believe it. I than had a young friend In 
England ask defense counsel for them and ni^e reply w as that he M nave to check ice 
out with the FBI flrstl Snowing both Justice, which origlnateJ tne affidavits and 
certified them, end State, wuich olso certified end forwarded them, had copies, 
i tnon, without success, tried to got them from our government. First Justice 
ignored my requests txien, after stalling even when I could obtain counsel, Richard 
Sleindlenet wrote they didn't have those afndavlts and even if they did they 
would be Inunune under an inadequately and Incomplotoly quoted exception in tie 
law that is, in any event, not relevant. Prior to filing a complaint, I 7;rote 
State. Their reply confirmed that our go'^ nnent had actually gotten the originals 
from the British court (as I hud earlier leemed), adding it was at Ray»s rerueat, 
that tiler ee ft er they consulted with tbe unnamed Deputy Attorney Ckjneral who ruled 
th.y were exempt as *^invo8tlgBtory files*; end that the origin' ls had been returned 
to Justice - where r3.eindiBBst hnd already ^Trltten and affimed that they had 
neither their copies nor the originals. 

After I filed the complaint I got "soceas** to these affidavits, but 
the requested copies have not been given me. 

There was no Tennessee investigation. The FBI did it. The evidence 
lesves little doubt that regardless of whether or not he was guilty, there was 
little chance Ray could have been cx>nvlcrted on It. This la especially true of the 
ballistics evidence end the medical teatliTiony and evidence, both of which, 
deliberately. Mere misrepresented. Tne re ^ no ballistics evidence and toe 
medical evidence shows the nature and extent of Dr. wound to be greater 

than acknowle Iged, to the point where even an amateur would know there could ba 
no ballistics evidence. And there were no eyewitness identifications. I do not here 
burden you with the detoila, but in every case they ar^ opposite to the official 
representation or interpretation put on them in court end In too ninny cases, the 
real evidence tjbs ignored. In fact, the govemmont’s own evidence, when properly 
examined, ia quite persuasive that Ray could not have fired the shot. V/hotbs r or 
not ha \7BS part of a conspiracy, or knowingly part of one, ia another matter, for 
what I have Just told you iceana that we uave, to the government’s almeet cortain 
knowledge, at least one aasasBln loose. 
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Tha impropriatiea If not lllegalitloff by nil tho laT^^ra Involvsd and 
by tile Judge bii3«elf ere bbyontf belief. The judge ^ras party to the dsel fron the 
very beginning end even on thin a ftiso record :sf3s creeted in court. I hove cl 1 
of this thoroughly docuraented 

Ray assent to tcio deal^ vtiich resulted in a luoro aovore Bentence thai 
could have been anticipated even if ho had been convicted, toolc months to get. It 
waa gotten by want amounts to tnreats of death, Sven then he bacicea out the 
last minuto, whareupoh brlb-^ry was added. 1 have the letters with •vhicU this uns 
eccoiapllshed, as I do all but one nf his contracts with his lawyers ani ^ie. All 
denied him so nuch en o penny end contracted violation of Conoa 20, eside from 
contrsetine crippling conflicts of interest that denied tho rossiblllty the lawyers 
could follow their own lnter*3 3te end Ray’s. Ray’s lawyers reprasenteu themselves 
and him in* all r?on y dealings In which he rot nothing end they got two-thirds 
of ell literary values. 

Beginning about 3 year ago, as I wondemd her it would be possibla to 
do snythlng about this, I made contact with end then eetnblished a rapport with 
one of tue brothers, Jerry Hay. They all show signs of paranoia and Jerry is a 
vlrulont racist. At the same time I asked a lav.^yer friend wno had :a d no recent 
court-roan or appoale eip'^rlenca. If he would join the Ray defense if I could 
arrange it. That has now happened and the took deacrlbad above Is pertly snbodled 
in a new appeal in 3tste court, under e net. lew. Whether or not the plea for a 
trial will bo granted, I cannot, of couroe, predict. Vilth the thorough incompetence 
of Ray’s chief counsel, J.B. Stoner, head of the National St^jtes Rights Party iinfl 
as dedicated an unti-Semitu as there le, much hes Wroedy boon cocpromiaecL. How- 
ever, I am hopeful and I went to be hopeful bccuuce more then Pay’s rir^ts is at 
stake in all this. I tiilnk Kleirdinnst, In his cppnrently consistfant and cherseter- 
istic dlohonecty, hns rs de a Jencks case of this. There- arc r tner pos:::ibllltics 
I cannot evaluate. I think at every point, by everyone involved, the low wes obuced. 

The integrity of society ia, I tblnk, very much involved. So is the 
security of men who ncy be the victlma of aesesslns. 

I can show you proof of much more txi^n the foregoing category in the 
evidence in mg posseseicn, including ell ccn>rt trcnscrlpts. Discovering and 
eitablidhing truth and effecting justice really do need the kind of help you 
can provide. The lawyer wao recently joined Hay’a defense is Bernard Fensterweld, 

Jr., foitocrly counsel for a Senoto eubcomraittee. ’^en I asked him if he T/ould join 
tue dofonse, ycu uod just resignud from tho S^p•^; 0 ^e ^ourt. I asked then if he 7?ould 
be willing for ms to esk you for help. If Ray would ronuost it of you, he agreed. 

As viiijh th»:' otiher a3seesin«tiom3, what the rjove-ment did, Tflhidi can 
usually be translated waet the FBI did, geta kind of atlcky and w©s usually 
contrived ao tuot- anyone but Hoo^r ^.ould asaiziie rc'sponelblllty. ’Jlth tho 'rencedy 
aasaaslaetion, '/.r. ''arren la popularly and I fear In Uletory will bo hold ros- 
ponsible. In the King case, it is Paraaey Clark. more I mrk la this field, the 
more I realize ail public officials in hl£^ places are the captives of their ad- 
visers and txiat only too often these advisers serve special interosts. Both men, 
because tliey were in positions of responsibility, h??»d to m^ike decisions snd take 
actions that were wrong. I thin.’: tlnat In neith^^r case were nny of these decisions 
iadop>:ndent and in both cases were actually arranged by others. With llr. Warren I 
can nov* prove tuat wuai'o i^e directed «hat was not wanted by the staff ^ done, it 
was not done, and the* conse .uences were serious, f-zlr. Clark ana hia reputation will 
also suffer much from what wee done in nls name with Irater developments in the 
Aannedy ascaoaination. i would very much appreciate good offices in arranging an 
opi^ortunity for advising him of this in confidence end suggesting e means whereby 
the record can properly be rectified* 
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I Boi else aayln^ J.e tbet, \7it'a uelp, vhile tho peoplo ODncerntjtl 
arc ctlll nllve^ la po.^slblg to eutpbllali tru+:li nnd real roaponslMlity* -^uile 
tlilB la, I ttlnk, olv/aya Inportant, I beliova ttiat TvitU ths present state of 
society and tbe country Pin\ wltb the character end direction of thelprjsent 
adniniatmtlon, this la even mere InrortAnt. 



The moro time possen, thr noorsr tbe chancea. The longer it telcsc to 
eatablish truth, T±.lch to very large degree con otill be ectablit-hoc, tl« Tsore 
disturbing doubts rill llnrer and the greeter the prebnbility thr^t essentially 
innocent men ^111 be rocerded os vlllsinouc In history. I an concw^rnod v/ith tiJ6 
prasont as 7ra]l as the future. If, as X bell^^T.:;, ther^ are live vUl-jins, I 
tnin2c vary useful purpo5»es cen be sei’ved urith tna preo" of It in a form t^iat 
can bo believed. I an crrtnln tliat, ;nth help, I esn do t*.‘aia, too. 

I ^ouli vfalcorae on op^x)rtunlty to dlticuea the nov^eveilabla evidence 
of tile ICornedy assasslnatlrn ’.Tlth you rnd, If you there.)fb? r desire, eao?? some of 
It to you. Thera ig now no doubt tust the President v-ae killed other than as the 
barren C<yainlaslon wss told, his irounds other then ss described, snd in lay own 
mind little doubt the mcmboi^ of toe Com’nigslon sligljjfest kaowledge of 'jhls. 

The official end supprasaed ovl deuce I now hove is not in taeir files and as careful 
3 check 88 cen be made 6stebli«hee it never was. Thero la the absolute certainty 
of perjury end the probability of Its Gubornation. In none of this was any mean)© p 
of tha Coramlaslon in any *wiy Involved but in every caeo at leant one mombD r of the 
staff had to have boon. I au^eot estnbllshlng thio in 3 proper way do fends, not 
defamos, the 'nmtibere of t*ia Oomml^slori *^n.l ur.dcpL- tandabla 1^’* they, che 

b?st^ Intentions, were iaevit^bly laa into ^^ror. I acne of the runih; rs of 

the ^onnl salon as ^jmonr ti;e noedlasti vlctlrif? of tli t tr.tge3y. 

Tho writing in axparont and jrotf^ndol d6f>:xB5 of the Comroiasioa, if 
left without aucceii-eful challenge, leaves then without any defense. It is thccape- 
tent rubbish touted into a meanlngfulnoss ontinly lacking in it. -o thit heat cf 
my Icnowledgo, no decent per jon ;.lth authority or tha capacity ana ability to do 
anytiilng has mede any real effort to loam tue truth. But truth slone is a real 
dafenae, whs re one Is possible. Indeed, it is the only defense. There baa been 
tha cmaceat corrjiaarclnllara atil irref^pongiblllty on bo'^h sides of tide cnntro ^cray. 

I rojard tho writing of but on© person other than myself as raaponslble on this 
subject. V?TJll 0 her oplnione and mine may be unwelcome In some quarters, there has 
never been any sucv'essful chsllonge of our fact and, with ?*11 t.’^ie public appearances 
I hi^v? made, never ono to my fbeo. In an effort to oet^blisii ?hot did ha. pea, on 
the b.jisls of the 5c:owlef2gc I Lai threo years ago, I rrot^j of one ronogade-liba ral 
xnembap of tna ?taff taat ha was a wlllftlil, deliberate, repetitive Ham ani dero:/ 
him to sue. TThen he v/an ollent, I ’wjnt to his city and ropaatod tiiia in public, 
daring him to sue me over It in tho city in which he is a povor. lie would not then 
and ho never will. ^That evidence I than possessed 1« nothing tn wwnat I now na'/e. 
hiding behind tho Chief "ustice^s robes, he was much %w>rse than a liar. 

Theri: ia «? propor^neans of getting rmich of tliis into court ati thoe o 
moons I will uue, as I feol must. However, my adversaries will be thrso largo7^y 
rocpondLblo for moat, if not all, th=) aerimis errors, and tney will now be dir- 
octal by a Nip^pn-kit cUe 11- Klein di oust ihinking end poH'^y* They will bo forced to 
fini old or UeV goats. Tho two most obblous end rocdlly-uV?.''il'2blf.i I hi,vt ntmed. 

If the f£jct is not tucir ’"sy, tho pc^er is. I am but one man, without training in 
th law, -A'lth no resources and extensive debts. Bhoeslsted, I mey f-iil. But try I 
will and must, for at isjue la more then th>*^ reputations of men. I beli*’ve the 



future nature end form of nur society ere now eho'osd end thot very 

much part of it Is the work I hsvo born doln^. If thl« eeens like e etron^ 
stetMent to y-!U, then I Invite/ your exominatlon of the evidence I can put in 
your henda, ell of it obtained openly and with propriety snd all of it ss 
offiolalji 88 It cen be. 



Aside from proofs 1 have In the foim of evlnsnce rel’^tlnr tc ard 
eetsbllshlng fact, I also he-ie proof addressinc^ Intent end rerforaonco. If 
you went proof of the destruction of evidence, tnls «lso I can ^'ive you ao 
complete tiuj|nonner and location ere recorded. If tne la:^er In you r^ixid like 
to see the substitution of evlooncep this also I can provide. Those things 
really did happen^ before the year of Orwell *8 prediction. History was re- 
written iihen a transcript was eliminated and repl^^ced rlth a faJeo. You con 
hold It In ycur Uande. The deatiuotlon of evidence beespn before the President 
was buried, its turning certified and approved. As recently as when Mr. Olnrk 
woe Attorney Crenoral, those who were uls agsnta and octsd for him In his 
name did Identlcslly trie same t^iln«;. I have tha written a cement of the 
man who did It. Inevitably, I will be ualnr this in court. I would Ilk© tc to 
cble to do mom than allege belief Mr. CLsrk neither ordered nor eprroved nor 
even knew of it. 

“ihls Is plreedy o-ver-long. I intend no abuse of your time. And It is 
more painful for me still then I can express. 

Only a tasting of my word will estsbll.sh its deoendeblU. ty. I hopo 
you will do tnls and con by it be Impelled to find some way In w filch you c*:in 
help. The burden I carry la too much for ons ^in import an t 'nan. I am not tlltin:: 
at wlncanilla. If I fail, the hurt to me can be but little, for my flasnolal 
ruin has been acconplished, my o«<ilth aaa been Impaired, oni I already onjoya 
all the necessary ememlos. 

Success, ov<^:n limited success, promises tae proapeot of much good. 

In restoring integrity to govonment and society, in the strengthening of 
democratic concepts and praetlsea, ond, I think. In Influencing dlseffncted 
youth who from my exoerlenoe are much etneemed about sll of this and who 
would take from the akknoj^edgement and ractlfioation of erar»r the hope that 
what they sock can be achieved by what for you^sad mo have been traditional 
means. In short, 1 feel wc must mak?* our concepts and Irw vlsble and noanln^»ful, 
ae in so many eesoa you have done. In all nro«s, even or the most serious 
government error and no matter ho 7 unperdoneble tact er^-or may soen. If wo no 
we abdicate and forfeit our right to freedom while wo observe the loss of Its 
trappings to th^ae who, I fear, noltoer undorstend nor w^t It. 



"incorely. 



Harold Vaisberg 



